FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 3 – 08/09
Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 26 Sept 2008 at 7.00pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present : Cllr  S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender,  Cllr B Rayment,  , Cllr P Burrowbridge, Cllr J Taylor, Cllr L Backhouse, , Cllr J Harding, Cllr J Woodget, Cllr T Butler

Apologies: Cllr A Baring, Cllr J Janes, Cllr C Uden,
In attendance:  Mrs S Stedman (Clerk), Dist Cllr J Triggs,  Cty Cllr C Humphries, Mrs S Roberts (Clerk in waiting)

NEW CLERK – SR informed the meeting that 3 interviews had been held and that Mrs Sophie Roberts of 5 Peacock, WO had been offered the job by the interview panel, to start on 1st December 08 and that she had accepted.  SR asked the meeting to approve the salary offered at £8.429/hr (8 hrs/week) for the probationary period of 6 months, then to be reviewed per the nationally agreed rates.  This was agreed, proposed and seconded  AB/TB.  It was also agreed that the new clerk should attend a number of meetings prior to taking over the job on a paid basis (approx 7hrs) and that the PC should fund the training package of £195, which should be reclaimable retrospectively when the new replacement NALC training bursary scheme started.  This was agreed, proposed JT, seconded JW.  Sophie then joined the meeting.
DECLARATIONS OF ANY INTERESTS TO BE DECLARED AND RECORDED: None

27. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  It was agreed unanimously was that the minutes be approved and signed, proposed by BR seconded by AB.
28. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 

· To approve the following changes to the Standing Orders (Appendix A):

 It was proposed and seconded by JH/MS, that the Standing Orders be amended as follows, and that the Play Areas Committee be replaced by the ‘Parish Assets Committee with an increased remit:
Name:’ Parish Assets Committee’(PAC) – Purpose: to manage all physical assets for which the Parish Council is responsible, to include: Land in Fyfield, West Overton and Lockeridge, Playground equipment installed in Knights Close and all other play areas (except Wymans Field), Litter bins, bus shelters and benches (installed by the PC) in the three villages. The management of the grass cutting and other cleansing agencies. Composition: Minimum 5 elected members plus ex officio Chm and Vice Chm. Quorum 4.  Agreed unanimously.  MS suggested that the new committee should meet soon and decide when and how often to meet.




Action PAC
It was proposed and seconded JW/TB that the following amendment be made to the Standing Orders that a new committee be created to be called the ‘Village Amenities Committee’


Name ‘Village Amenities Committee’(VAC) – Purpose: To support village amenities, liaising with relevant authorities on items to include: Housing, public transport and any other such issues as they arise eg village shop, allotments, landscape group, climate change issues. Composition: Minimum 4 elected members + 2 ex officio Chm and Vice Chmn.  Quorum 3.  Agreed unanimously.
To remove the Playing Fields committee: Proposed and seconded PB/JT, agreed unanimously.
· Foot path map- has been emailed to David Throup to be put on UKN Website.






· Forestry Commission Advisory Panel  -  Chris Sorensen has replied saying he is hoping to resurrect this and will let us know when it plans to meet.
· Health Forum:  No further information has been circulated, but it was suggested that details of the Out of Hours service could be put in the parish mag and on the website.




Action ?
· WO North Bridge – Notices have been put up with details of the closure – it will be open for pedestrian traffic inc livestock.  
· Cllr Job Packs:  RoW, Planning and  Parish Assets (Play Areas) have been done, Chairman, Finance, Village Amenities, Traffic and Communications to be completed .


Action SR/Clerk/JW/LB&TB
29. REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES: 

· Kennet Valley Hall Report – BR: Hall Extension Project: A further grant of circa £9K from KDC has been promised and it is now planned to start the construction work early in October. New Hall Chairs:  Ordering plans for these, await fine tuning by the Builder on his costings for the Extension.  Roof Repair:  Roof leaks causing problems, have now been rectified. A worthwhile but very expensive exercise reducing the hall`s funds considerably.  Film Evening Programme:  A good start with a reasonable turnout in September, October 12th  is Mama Mia  forecast  to sell-out, if sufficient demand there is a possibility of a second showing. The final film of the Autumn Programme is The Edge of Love November 16th.  Harvest Supper:  Will be held on Saturday October 18th   Please contact Kay on 861285 for your tickets. Hall AGM: The Hall AGM is on September 30th at 7.30. All members of the Community are welcome to attend.

· Youth Action Wilts (Community First) – BR attended a meeting  with YAW representing both the KVH and as a parish Cllr along with 5or 6 local people interested in starting a Youth Club for 8-14yr olds.  YAW can provide a total support package for Youth Clubs, the next step is for the interested parties to formalise a committee and look at potential funding with help from Community First.  BR suggested a ‘token’ financial support could be included in next year’s budget.








Action Finance Committee
· One Council (the new Unitary Authority) - MS
Richard Munro, the Parish Co-ordinator for WCC will be coming to talk to the PC on Thursday 9th October at 7pm.  The Unitary Authority comes into power next April and this is our chance to sort things out and ask questions, bearing in mind the PC strategy agreed at the EGM on 23rd June.  On Tues 23rd September, TB and MS attended an (open) meeting of the new working group which will become a pilot Marlborough Area Board, first meeting 11th November.  The current "drivers" of this are Chris Humphries (Chairman) and assorted MCASP members  BUT every PC has the right to nominate a member of the Board and therefore attend all meetings (every 6 weeks or so).  From next spring the 5 new Unitary Councillors (for the 5 electoral wards within our Marlborough Area) will form a "proper" Board, and actually run the show because we PC's will not qualify to vote on most occasions.  The whole budget will only amount to £50,000 pa (total WCC budget £800m) so local democracy will not amount to much but it should be a good opportunity to brief and convince our Councillors of our problems and priorities. There will also be a Community Area Officer, paid for by WCC, who could turn out to be a useful liaison to County Hall.  Development Control and Planning will come under a different arrangement altogether, no details so far.  Cnty Cllr CH said that the Planning Policies of each District would remain in place as they are so diverse they cannot be amalgamated, shadow planning and regulatory committees would run alongside to begin with, it is hoped that most of the Officers would remain the same and it was noted that the World Heritage Site officer’s post had been made permanent.
· Landscape Group MS reported that:
A meeting was held on 13th August (minutes available from the Clerk) and there was a most interesting walk along the stretch of the Kennett belonging to Lockeridge House. We are now ready to put the (draft) Intro, Downs and Woodland sections of our magnum opus on the UKN website, hoping for comments.  Also we will be publicising the document via visits to the School, Over-60's etc in due course, whilst we attempt to write up the remaining sections on the river and Horton Down.   MS had been in touch with the new County Asssistant Archaeologist, Vanessa Clarke, and also the leader of the current West Woods archaeological survey, Lynn Amadio.  She hoping the latter might come and visit us in November to tell us what they have found so far.  She also met Peter Noble while he was mapping the West Woods.
· KV School  - JT said that the School had a new office – details to be circulated later.

Action JT

30.  PLANNING COMMITTEE – MS reported that:  
· One meeting had been held on 04/08/08, minutes circulated 09/08/08. A meeting was arranged for the following day 27/09/08 when all matters would be updated and minutes circulated.
· MS had written to Mike Wilmott re Selkley Cabin and the worries over 4-year change of use possibilities, but had not received a reply. 
·  New dwelling at 1 Knight's Close was refused at Officer level.  
· There have been communications with the Enforcement Officer re WO Old Stores parking requirements and the various bits of metal in the field opposite South Farm.

· JT to contact the police regarding the trailer constantly parked outside the Old Stores terrace.
Action JT
31.  PARISH ASSETS COMMITTEE – no report
· Lockeridge  - new shackles and 4 new chains were fitted and checked before the invoice was paid.


· See Finance Report for other relevant items






· BR reported that Peter Hanson had agreed to re-seat the setts by the KVH, the School and Rookery Meadow.

32.
VILLAGE AMENITIES COMMITTEE – no report

· LB circulated the key recommendations from the House of Commons Communities and Local government Select Committee report ‘The Supply of Rented Housing’ highlighting the Government’s response.

· There is no news on the possibility of low cost housing in WO.

· Bus stop opposite the Bell – As a result of grumbles from members of the public about problems at this stop, TB walked the A4 to explore other possibilities, there is no easy solution.  Bus drivers do not like stopping due to the white lines on the road, passengers do not like descending at this point due to the speed and quantity of traffic.  It would not be possible to use the Bell car park due to space limitation and the bus having to cross the flow of traffic.  It was noted that in some areas  full pull-ins were excavated from the verge/hedge to solve similar problems.  The committee will make further investigations.







Action Committee
32.  TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE – Report 

Lockeridge traffic calming
· A meeting of the Lockeridge Traffic Calming working party on Aug 12 discussed the position and colour of the gates. Position was approved as per suggestions from Gareth Rogers and exact orientation would be decided with Peter Hanson on the day. It was decided that decisions would be made about colour once the gates were in position.

· The Gates have been made to the specifications of WCC, and are now stored at Dene Farm

· The grant from the KDC of £1000 has been received to go towards the Gates etc,.

· Peter Hanson has given us a date in early October when all the work on gates, signs and road surfaces will take place.

· The Scarecrow competition was a huge success, 21 scarecrows competed and the picnic on the Green was well attended. All the committee should be thanked, especially Mike Smith, the driving force behind the activity, also the sponsers – Chalky and the Who’da,. Pictures appeared in the Gazette and Herald.   It was thought the traffic slow down was noticeable.  People had suggested it should be an annual event. SR to write a letter of thanks to Mike Smith.        








Action SR
· SR also expressed her thanks to both JW and JH for their efforts on the whole traffic project.

· George Bridge WO  - There has been concern about the redirection of traffic during the rebuilding  of the Bridge,  originally traffic was going to be redirected up Church Hill. It will now be directed through Upper Fyfield.

· Hedges on Church Hill -Concern over the zealous cut back of the hedges of was voiced by local residents, who believe that the overhanging branches are a good form of traffic calming. An apology from WCC was received, they were responding to a complaint from a motorist, but will in future consult us first. Traffic needs to go at an appropriate speed on this narrow hill.  Apparently the use of  a uni-mog will make this type of trimming  easier in future.

· Crime-  None in our parish this month

· Community Emergency Volunteer – will report to the traffic committee.  Volunteer to be confirmed.
Action
33.  RIGHTS OF WAY – PB reported that: 

· July/August: Contacted landowners re hedge cutting back on byway 22 (Lockeridge to W. Woods).

· August: Reminded Chris Sorenson, Forestry Commission, about “blading” around W. Woods picnic site to fill in deep wheel ruts. No action yet.

· August: Investigated partial obstruction by vegetation on path 42, West Overton football area – resolved without PC action.

· August: Discussed cases of overnight camping in W. Woods with Chris Sorenson.

· August: Dealt with two reports, by horse riders, of fallen trees/branches in W. Woods. Actioned by Forestry Commission.

· September: Contacted owner of Laneside Cottage, Lockeridge, re improving road visibility at crossroads, the problem was dealt with at once.

· September: Followed up complaints by two Lockeridge residents re obstructions to stile on WO footpath 49 (Castle Cottage to Sewage Works). Discussed with landowners/tenants –  problem resolved.

· Footpath 11: latest… (1st September from WCC to Ramblers Assn.) As you will, I think, know our concentration at the request of the parish council has been on getting the section of the path between Lockeridge Lane and Bridleways 14 and 15 between Clatford and Spring Cottage available for use, as this is the part that villagers wish to use for circular walks. Following yet another meeting with the owner of Clatford Hall last week I believe that we have now agreed the locations for the stiles needed. Esther will instruct her contractor when she returns from a few days' leave later this week.
· JW and JH did not receive their RoW maps and notes.




Action PB
34.  COMMUNICATIONS – JT reported that she had received all the copy but had been unable to do a draft as suitable software had been lost from her computer.  Sophie Roberts and Cllr CH said they would look to see if they had any.

35. FINANCE – It was reported that:

· The Committee had met once since the last PC meeting  and considered fully the accounts to date, see outline below:
· The accounts for the year to 29 September 08

Balance carried forward from last year:

£ 4028.07

Total Receipts for the yr to date:


£12718.23
Total Payments for yr to date:


£ 6381.58

The available (cash book) balance is: 

£10364.72
The reconciled Bank Balances: 

in the current a/c:



£ 3427.11
at 15 Sept 08 (sheet 142)




in deposit a/c:



£ 3427.11
at 11 Aug 08 (sheet 32)









£ 6599.14 
Total Balance

The funds in reserve over and above budgeted expenditure and contingency allowances stand at £924 

· Reclaim of Tax:  Advice is to be sought on the reclaim of tax deducted from the interest on funds in the deposit account. 









Action Clerk


· ‘Scope of Audit’ and ’ Audit Plan’ – the committee discussed the requirements for these documents and decided that the amended details from  Appendix 8 from the Practitioners Guide to Governance and Accountability for Local Councils – ‘A suggested approach to internal audit testing’ and  - the model ‘Calendar of Internal Financial Checks to be carried out’ and the existing PC Financial/Audit timetable would cover the requirements to meet the Standards for internal auditing. This will be completed by the Clerk.




Action Clerk
· Mid-year Review:  cash flow re estimated spending for this year, was fully considered the items included; - 
1. Grass cutting WO Sportsfield –  there are sufficient funds in the budget to keep the grass suitable for playing on.
2. Costs involved with employing new clerk  and  Clerks’ Training bursary Scheme: the fund has run out of money, but  a new scheme is being negotiated and that clerks falling between the two should be able to apply to the new scheme retrospectively.  The committee suggested that New clerk should attend the following meetings: the Sept and Nov PC meetings, the next finance committee and one planning committee and that she kept a record of the hours for reimbursement.  The council agreed – see item’ New Clerk’ above.
3. The gates to the Fyfield play area - It was noted that they are very ropey.  CU will investigate whether they would last till the new financial year as new ones would run the allocated budget rather low and not leave anything for repairs to play equipment if necessary.  To be dealt with by the Asset Committee.


Action CU 
4. It was agreed that refreshments should be provided for the meeting with Mr Munro on 9th October.  Action Clerk
· Capital expenditure for next financial year: was considered by the committee and members of the Council were asked if they will have any extra funding requirements apart from the usual running costs for next year.  The committee highlighted:
1. Possible sum of £500 for new gates for Fyfield play area and their installation.
2. Newsletter £150
3. Youth Club – it was agreed that a period of hall rental would be a good idea.
· The Annual Return – has been returned with signed External Auditor’s Certificate and Opinion.
· Fyfield Bus Shelter:  There has been no reply to the letter written to the owner of the ash tree asking that he should pay the £125 excess, another letter is to be sent.







Action SR
· VAT: return completed and sent.

· Bank Signatories: SR, MS, BR and PB are already signatories, the Standing Orders require 6.  AB as Chairman of Finance has agreed.  TB agreed as a representative from WO.




Action Clerk/TB
36.  CORRESPONDENCE: The following items were noted from the Mail Log:

ML 941 Let from Michael Maude  re Utilities digging up highways and non enforcement of Public Notification Regulations seeking PC to approach WCC to tighten up on this, due to problems with Thames Water working in WO.  Cllr CH to take this up with Highways.

ML 947  Let from Michael Maude re danger and inconvenience of chicken lorries passing through Ivy Lane, Lock and suggesting would the PC consider the revival of lorry access via Clatford and West Woods.  Cllrs felt they needed to know the details of the old plan and suggested that the residents of Clatford would still not be happy with the arrangement.  Clerk to search for plan.






Action Clerk

ML 974 Wilts Fire & Rescue Service advertising their service for making homes safer, asking if they could come and give a talk locally.  It was suggested that it could be an idea for the Annual Parish meeting alongside something else.  They do give away free smoke alarums.





NB Annual Parish Meeting

ML 979 list of jobs completed by parish steward.  It was suggested that they could put some weed killer on the Bus stop opposite the Bell.








Action Clerk
Let from Mrs Ratcliff (not yet logged) thanking SR for her letter and agreeing to disagree re the Cherry Tree at George Lane junction with A4.  Cllrs requested that Robert Oakey be asked on a regular basis to keep vegetation down around the tree.









       Action Clerk 

ML 989
Email from MS suggesting PC contact Liz Neild  and possibly others re painting of railings on local bridges.  It was decided to continue the discussion via email to be settled by the VA Committee at a later date.       Action VAC

37.   AOB –  None
The meeting closed at 8.30pm






This is the last page of the minutes

Next PC Meeting is on Monday 24th November 2008 at 7.00 pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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